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National Webinar on Human Rights and Covid 19 Pandemic
SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai

Department of Lifelong Learning & Extension and

Department of Social Work

Brief report of National level Webinar on Human Rights and COVID-19 jointly
organised by the Department of Lifelong Learning & Extension and Department of

Social Work

Introduction

National level Webinar on Human Rights and COVID-19 was jointly organized by SNDT
Women’s University. Mumbai by the Department of Lifelong Learning & Extension and
Department of Social Work on 13® August 2020 from 11 am to 2 pm. Prof. Shashikala
Wanjari, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, SNDT Women’s University was the Chief Guest and
Prof. Asha Patil. Director, Dept. of Lifelong Learning & Extension was the Convener of the
National Webinar and the speakers were Prof. Vijay Raghavan, Centre for Criminology and
Jusice, School of Social Work, TISS, Mumbai, Mr. Bilal Khan, Convenor, Ghar Banao Gahar
Banao Andolan. Mumbai and Prof. Vibhuti Patel. Former Professor. TISS & SNDT
Women’s University, Mumbai. Following is a brief report of the Webinar.

In the welcome speech of the National level Webinar on Human Rights and COVID-19
Professor Asha Patil, Director. Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension and Head.
Department of Social Work introduced the guest to the subject of the National Webinar
Human Rights and COVID-19. She gave a brief overview of the subject mentioning that
human rights of all are supposed to be protected by the state in every situation. But, during
the lockdown period of COVID 19 the rights of most of the women, deprived section of the
society, marginalised and migrants have beenignored and denied. Prof Asha
Patil mentioned that in COVID 19 the news reports have been constantly mentioning various
cases that the rights of migrants and poor are getting violated and that the migrants especially
women had to face a lot of issues. Many were made to leave their jobs and had to suffer a lot
as the lockdown was suddenly announced. Hence, this webinar is organized to focus on the
issues of those whose rights have been violated and how to ensure that the rights of
marginalized and deprived be protected.

After giving the brief overview of the subject of the National Webinar Prof. Asha Patil
introduced the Chief Guest of the National Webinar Hon'ble Vice chancellor of SNDT
Women's University. Professor Shashikala Wanjari. Dr. Asha mentioned that Madam Vice
Chancellor was the recipient of Commonwealth Scholarship and that for one of her books she
received an award. And Prof. Shashikala Wanjari has written many papers at international
and national conferences and being a Vice Chancellor of SNDT Women's University she



took initiative to organize various seminars and conferences at the local. national and
international level.

Professor Wanjari. in her presidential talk congratulated Professor Asha Patil and her team
members for organising the National level Webinar on Human Rights. She mentioned that
there was an urgent need to organise a national webinar on human rights as for a long time
SNDT women’s University had not organised any seminar on human rights so this initiative
is worth praising. Professor Wanjari mentioned that while thinking of ensuring that human
rights of everyone be maintained properly one has to take note of the Sanskrit shloka which
goes like ¢ Sukhasya moolam Dharma® @& H& o: | SRS uH gl meaning with good
behaviour we can be happy in our own life. If we will not behave properly with others and if
we will not respect others we put ourselves as well as others in problem so, in order to
become happy we have to ensure that we behave properly with others and we do not harm
others for any reason. VC Madam then described the COVID 19 situation and said that there
is another Sanskrit saying which is very much apt for the National Webinar in Human Rights
that is ¢ Tl o It 5F: (@1, T YHEIA 50:) TP Gepd Xl ¢ | (SUHT Aaad ¢ "5l uH §
g8l 919 (Sf1d) 8 1"ato dharma tato Dharmaha’ means do you do your duty and ensure that we
will maintain ourselves in proper form and behave with others with righteousness in any kind
of situation. And remember to follow right meaning of dharma meaning be just with
everyone

Prof. Vijay Raghavan. Tata Institute of Social Sciences was introduced to the participants of
National Webinar by Prof. Asha Patil. She mentioned that Prof. Raghavan has been working
in the field action project of TISS named ‘ Prayas’. Prayas works for the cause of
prisoners. Prof. Raghavan has been working for Prayas for a long time and is known as the
person who works in the field of criminology and correction.

Prof. Raghavan in his powerful session addressed various issues of prisoners and gave the
details of how COVID 19 has affected the families of prisoners. He mentioned that prisoners
are double and triple marginalized as they are criminals so they face a social stigma of
bringing criminals and that they are poor and if the prisoner happens to be a woman she has
to suffer more. Then he discussed what efforts were taken to ensure that the prisoners who
were released from Prison due to COVID crisis to reach their homes. Many prisoners who
were released did not have a ration card so they were deprived of rationing facilities and had
no means to reach their respective homes. His presentation was based on his fieldwork and
research experience. In this speech he explained in detail one case wherein a Muslim woman
rescued from the Prison got a shelter in the home of a Hindu family during COVID time. In
his talk he explained how TISS raised funds to ensure that released human rights of prisoners
would be protected and that they would get to live with dignity. Prof. Raghavan mentioned
that at present TISS is working on the research on Prisoners released from the jail due to
COVID 19 crisis and their situation.

Then. Dr. Asha Patil introduced the next speaker Mr. Bilal Khan, Convenor, Ghar Banao
Gahar Banao Andolan. Mumbai. She mentioned that Mr. Khan has been working with the
NGO named ¢ Ghar Banao Ghar Bachao® by working right in the field from the very
beginning of the Lockdown. And that he is closely working with the slum dwellers in the
challenging situation of COVID 19.



Mr.Bilal Khan in his very enriching session shared various experiences of working with the
slum dwellers in COVID 19 situation. He mentioned that slum dwellers had many issues of
living in small houses without daily income in lockdown period. As space was a major
crunch as well as main concern of all slum dwellers. In small hut it was just not possible to
ensure that social/physical distancing will be observed properly. Initially, it was very
difficult for the NGO to get funds to provide food to the needy slum dwellers. But by using
social media they could raise funds from donors. And with the donation amount ¢ Ghar
Banao Ghar Bachao’ NGO could start community Kitchens in and around Mumbai. Mr.Bilal
Khan also mentioned the NGOs work of protecting the rights of slum dwellers especially
peoples’ right to food could be protected with the help of local people and due to the presence
of generous donors.

Afterword Prof. Asha Patil and Prof. Vibhuti Patel, Former Professor, TISS & SNDT
Women’s University. Mumbai. Dr. Asha also mentioned that Prof. Vibhuti Patel has been
very closely related to both the Departments of SNDT which is holding the present National
Webinar.

Prof. Vibhuti Patel with her first-hand experience of working with the NGOs gave a detailed
statistics of how COVID 19 had affected the life of people especially women. And people
are suffering and dying due to lock-down. People are losing their jobs and they are deprived
of basic facilities She quoted lot of cases and incidences wherein women'’s rights as human
rights were violated. In the COVID 19 situation many pregnant women were denied entry
into hospital as their COVID test had not happened. So many (17%) women gave birth to
kids in their homes. As maternity wards of the hospitals were converted into COVID wards.
Child marriages had taken place in the COVID 19 period and no one paid attention to it. Sex
workers found it difficult to survive. They needed help but no one could come forward.
Disables had their concerns as they were not cared. Various cases of cyber stocking had
happened. Migrants pity was not understood by government.

The ‘National level Webinar on Human Rights and COVID 19° ended with the vote of thanks
proposed by Dr. Rohini Sudhakar. Associate Professor, Department of Lifelong Learning &
Extension. She proposed vote of thanks to Prof Shashikala Wanjari, Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, SNDT Women's University. Mumbai for giving her presidential address and
mentioning her thoughts on Human Rights. Prof. Asha Patil was thanked by Dr. Rohini
Sudhakar for organizing the National Webinar on Human Rights and COVID 19 and sharing
her thoughts on the subject. Prof. Raghavan was given special thanks for sharing his field
experiences of working with the prisoners and their family members through the NGO-
Prayas. Mr.Bilal Khan was thanked for sharing his practical first-hand experience with the
participants of the National Webinar. Prof. Vibhuti Patle was thanked for giving her
multidisciplinary. academically strong talk on the subject. Dr. Prabhakar Chavan was thanked
for preparing link of the webinar and at the end Dr. Rohini Sudhakar thanked the students and
SNDT’s staff for making the National Webinar possible.
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Event Details

-

Name of the Event: Workshop on “Digital Shakti Phase 2 - We Think Digital Project”

Date of the Event: 03rd, 04th, 08th, 09th September2020.

Venue: Online Mode

Name of the Speaker: Digital Shakti Team

No. Of Participants: 400

Brief Description:

During the Covid-19 Pandemic the need for sensitization on online safety becomes even more important
owing to criminals luring unsuspecting users into scams and frauds by using misinformation floating
around, and adding to the panic.

The Cyber Peace Foundation, the first organization working towards global cyber peace, has partnered
with the National Commission for Women, and Facebook to launith We Think Digital - Digital Shakti 2.0,
a campaign aimed at sensitizing young girls and women across the country to staying safe online and
bring more women in the cyber security arena.

Under the above initiative the following topics were taken:-

Understanding Data and Digital Footprint
Responsible Online Behavior

Fighting Misinformation

Cybercrime and Redressal
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